Compensation Rates for Counsel Appointed to Children
Unsurprisingly, this preliminary look into compensation rates reveals that attorneys or guardians ad litem (GAL) who represent children in protective proceedings are frequently under-compensated.  Although our research is not exhaustive, we have found nine jurisdictions that explicitly mentioned hourly rates in their statutes, rules, or regulations.  Hourly rates for out-of-court work ranged from $40 per hour to $65 per hour.  Hourly rates for in-court work ranged from $40 per hour to $75 per hour.
  Hourly rates depend on other factors – such as whether an appointed attorney or GAL is being paid or whether the county has a contract with the attorney or GAL.

	state
	Compensation Rates
	caps

	1. Alabama
	Out-of-court work for attorneys: $40/hour

In-court work for attorneys: $60/hour
	No limit if the original charge is a capital offense or carries a possible sentence of life without parole.

$3,500 for Class A felonies

$2,500 for Class B felonies

$1,500 for Class C felonies

$2,000 for juvenile cases

$1,000 for all other cases

	2. Alaska
	Attorney rate: $40/hour

Person other than an appointed attorney: $25/hour
	$500 for attorneys

$300 for people other than attorneys

The assigned trial judge may recommend extraordinary expenses up to $1,000, and the presiding judge may recommend up to an additional $1,500.  Extraordinary expenses exceeding $2,500 may be authorized only in extremely complex cases by the administrative director upon the recommendation of the presiding judge.

	3. Connecticut
	Attorney rate: flat fee of $350 for the first 30 hours of representation, $40/hour beyond the first 30 hours
	

	4. Colorado
	Attorneys are paid either on a flat fee basis or per-hour.

Out-of-court work for attorneys: $45/hour

In-court work for attorneys: $55/hour

The flat fee for a dependency and neglect proceeding is $1040.  
	An additional $2000 in fees may be billed by the GAL for appeals.  Fees in excess of $2000 and all expenses must be approved by the Colorado Office of the Children’s Representative.

	5. District of Columbia
	Attorney rate: $65/hour
	$1,600 for attorneys for all proceedings from initial hearing through disposition

$1,600/year for all subsequent proceedings other than terminating parental rights

$2,200 for proceedings to terminate parental rights

$1,100/case for appeal of trial courts

	6. Hawaii
	Out-of-court work for attorneys and GALs: $40/hour

In-court work for attorneys and GALs: $60/hour
	$1,500 for predisposition work

$500 for work associated with post-disposition reviews

	7. Iowa
	$60/hour for Class A felonies

$55/hour for Class B felonies

$50/hour for all other cases
	

	8. Kentucky
	
	$500 for appointed counsel

$250 if the action has final disposition in the District Court

$500 for GALs

	9. Louisiana
	Out-of-court work for attorneys: $50/hour

In-court work for attorneys: $75/hour
	$100 total plus a maximum of $200 in reimbursable expenses for curatorship

	10. South Carolina
	
	$100 for attorneys

$50 for GALs

	11. West Virginia
	Out-of-court work for attorneys: $45/hour

In-court work for attorneys: $65/hour
	For proceedings of any kind involving felonies for which a penalty of life imprisonment may be imposed, the maximum amount is as the court may approve

For all other eligible proceedings, the maximum amount is $3000

Actual and necessary expenses incurred in providing legal representation shall be reimbursed to a maximum of $1500

	12. Wisconsin
	A Supreme Court Order deemed that “reasonable” compensation for GALs was $70/hour.  However, counties typically contract with GAL on an annual basis.  The average rate is approximately $35-40/hour.
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� Technically, the lowest rate was in Connecticut, where attorneys received a flat fee of $350 for the first 30 hours of representation (approximately $11.67 per hour) and then $40 per hour beyond the first 30 hours.  We omitted this outlier from the aforementioned ranges.





© Jean Koh Peters, 2006.


